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two contiguous bodies are suddenly separated, the outer
air will rush in from all sides to fill up the space thus
produced between the two bodies. In dry bodies, which
even when in contact always leave a small intermediary
space through which the air may pass, this separation
may be accomplished without any perceptible sound. It
is different, however, in objects which, united by a slightly
fluid substance, exhibit a strong mutual adhesion, or,
if we may use the term, attachment; in this ease the
adhesion will resist the separating force till the latter
has become strong enough to overcome it. The moment
the adhesion ceases, the separation, on account of the
greater force employed, takes place so suddenly that
the air rushes in from all sides with such rapidity that
the masses of air thus brought into collision strike
against each other with a clear tone. Thus if the
tongue, which has previously been pressed against the
hard palate, is suddenly released from this position,
a very loud tone of this description is produced, which
is commonly called " clicking." A similar tone may
be observed upon a sudden separation of the lips, if
they have been moistened and tightly pressed together,
and even the finger-tips, if moistened, will upon separa-
tion give rise to a similar sound. We cannot be
mistaken, therefore, in saying that a sudden removal of
the arytenoid cartilage and the vocal chord of the
one side from the corresponding parts of the other
side must also be connected with a similar clicking
sound, as all the conditions for its production are
present. In the groan, therefore, we recognize a noise
which is composed of an explosive noise and a clicking
noise. It cannot, however, be denied that the latter
element plays but a very small part in the noise of
groaning, and that it can scarcely be experimentally